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the difficulties of the fast-running and tortuous "narrows"
above Qurna, and by obstructions which the enemy had placed
in the river, the river gun-boats got in touch with the Turkish
retreat, and by their gun-fire and the moral effect of their
rapid pursuit converted it into a rout. The Turks broke
and fled up-stream.
On June 2nd,, the pursuit was pressed vigorously by the
Flotilla, the " Shaitan" with one officer and eight crew
capturing eleven officers and two hundred and fifty men and
putting to flight two thousand! The "Espiegle"—General
Townshend's Headquarters—ran aground, but General Town-
shend., Colonel Cox, and the Senior Naval Officer transferred
themselves to a light-draught ship, H.M.S. " Comet," and with
four other gun-boats, reached Amara at 1330 hours on June
3rd. Here all was in helpless confusion, and not a shot was
fired by the enemy, who, by now, were thoroughly demoralised.
General Townshend, with a combined Naval and Military
force consisting of thirty sailors and soldiers, landed and took
the surrender of Amara—a town of twenty thousand inhabi-
tants, which, together with forty officers and eight hundred
men,, was thus captured by one Major-General, one Naval
Captain, one Political Adviser and thirty men. It was
not until 1830' hours on the following day that the leading
battalion of the 6th Indian Division arrived to make the
position secure. The detachment of the enemy which had
been contained at Bisaitin by General Gorringe's operations
in Arabistan, commenced to retire towards Amara in
ignorance of General Townshend's presence there, and were
engaged by the 6th Division and dispersed with the loss of
two guns. Thus ended " Townshend's Regatta"—an
operation which demonstrated once again the value of
improvisation to meet the abnormal in war.
In the short space of a month, the enemy's counter-offen-
sive had been shattered, and the control of the oilfields area
and the safety of the right flank of the force had been assured.
Technically, however, General Nixon had not consolidated
his position throughout the whole of the Basra Vilayet, and,
inspired by success, to this task he now turned his attention.
He proposed to advance to Nasiriyeh, on the Euphrates, but
in submitting this proposal to the Commander-in-Chief in
India, General Nixon pointed out that while the occupation
of Nasiriyeh would help to complete the consolidation of the
Basra Yilayet by securing for him the Headquarters of the
old Turkish Civil Administration of the district, the occupa-

